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Synopsis

. TITLE: An Examination of Emergency Room Medico-Legal Cases

. INTRODUCTION: The emergency room (ER) is a critical component of the
healthcare system, providing immediate and essential care to patients with acute
illnesses or injuries. However, the ER is also a common setting for medico-legal
cases, which can arise from various situations such as medical errors, inadequate
care, and patient violence. Given the potential consequences of these cases for
both patients and healthcare providers, it is crucial to study the prevalence and
factors associated with ER medico-legal cases. This study aims to provide a
comprehensive overview of the medico-legal cases in the ER, highlighting their
importance and relevance to healthcare and legal professionals.

. RESEARCH QUESTION: What are the factors contributing to the increase in
medico legal cases in emergency room settings?

. OBJECTIVES:

» To assess the frequency and types of medico legal cases encountered in
emergency rooms.

» To investigate the factors contributing to medico legal cases in emergency
room settings.

» To compare the outcomes of medico legal cases based on different patient
demographics.

» To analyze the impact of medico legal cases on healthcare providers and
institutions.

» To propose recommendations for improving the handling of medico legal
cases in emergency rooms

. HYPOTHESIS:

H1: The frequency of medico legal cases in emergency rooms is higher in urban
settings compared to rural areas.

H2: Medico legal cases involving paediatric patients have different outcomes
compared to cases involving adult patients.



H3: Proper documentation practices by healthcare providers can reduce the
incidence of medico legal cases in emergency rooms.

. MATERIAL AND METHODS:

STUDY DESIGN: The study will utilize a mixed-methods approach, both
quantitative and qualitative data. Quantitative data will be gathered through the
analysis of ER records and case outcomes, while qualitative data will be obtained
from interviews and surveys with ER staff.

SETTING: The study will be conducted in the emergency room of hospital.

STUDY POPULATION

INCLUSION CRITERIA:

» Patients who presented to the emergency room and were involved in a
medico legal case.

» Healthcare providers who are involved in managing medico legal cases.

» Legal professionals handling medico legal cases in the emergency room
setting.

= EXCLUSION CRITERIA:

» Patients who were not involved in a medico legal case during their
emergency room visit.

» Healthcare providers and legal professionals not directly involved in
medico legal cases in the emergency room.

» Patients and staff who do not consent to participate in the study.

STUDY TOOLS: The study will utilize structured interview schedules for
healthcare providers and legal professionals. Questionnaires for patients involved
in medico legal cases. Diagnostic tests if required to assess the medical aspects of
the cases.

DURATION OF STUDY: The study will be conducted over a period of 3 months
1t April 2024 to 30t June 2024.

SAMPLE SIZE: The study will include all patients who presented to the ER and
were involve in medico legal cases during the study.



SAMPLING TECHNIQUE: A purposive sampling technique will be used to select
relevant cases that meet the criteria for inclusion in the study. Sample size
calculation will be based on the estimated frequency of medico legal cases.

DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURE:

» Conducting structured interviews and administering questionnaires.

» Reviewing medical records and legal documents.

» Analysing data using appropriate statistical methods and qualitative
analysis.

OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS:

» Medico-Legal Case (MLC): Any case presented in the emergency room
where there is a legal aspect involved, requiring documentation for legal
purposes (e.g., assault, road traffic accidents, work-related injuries).

» Documentation Practices: The method in which healthcare professionals
record details of medico-legal cases, including patient information,
incident details, treatment provided, and legal notes.

» Specialized Medico-Legal Unit: A dedicated team within the emergency
room trained to handle medico-legal cases, ensuring compliance with legal
and medical standards.

7. DATA ANALYSIS PLAN:

» Data analysis will involve descriptive statistics, frequency distributions,
Qualitative data analysis techniques will also be employed to gain insights
from interviews and legal documents.

» Quantitative Analysis: Descriptive statistics to categorize and quantify the
types of MLCs. Comparative analysis using chi-square tests or t-tests to
evaluate outcomes between specialized units and general ER staff.

» Qualitative Analysis: Interview and survey data to identify common
challenges and proposed solutions.

8. ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS: Informed consent will be obtained from all
participants. Data security, privacy, and confidentiality will be maintained by
anonymizing participant data and securely storing records.

9. IMPLICATIONS OF RESEARCH: The findings of this research will contribute to
the understanding of medico legal cases in emergency rooms and provide
insights for improving patient care, legal processes, and healthcare policies. The
recommendations proposed will have practical implications for healthcare
providers and institutions.
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